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a pacifist standpoint her means are violent and therefore
bad. Her cause will not be just if she is not just to India>
i.e., if of her own accord and without reference to the
parties in India she does not wash her hands clean of the
imperialist exploitation of India. Therefore, non-violent
Indi&'s prayer will be for Britain's victory when she declares
in unequivocal terms that India is a free nation in action
now, and in law as soon as possible, may be even during
the war. This she will do from the heart only when she
begins to rely more on the efficacy of the moral support
of non-violent India than on her own strong arm. If
England can take this step, the war will end in peace
through moral force, rather than through superiority of
arms."

Sevagram, 15~l-'4O                                                 M. D.

Harijan, 20-M940
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UNIVERSAL CONSCRIPTION

Q. You say millions are unarmed and unused to
wielding arms. But what is the difficulty, when India is
free, in training the whole nation in the use of arms by
means of universal conscription?

A. Of course in theory there is nothing to prevent
the training by universal conscription. Only I think that
the people of this land would not take to arms easily even
though conscription may be resorted to. In any event
arming of the millions, or even a few, is outside my pro-
vince. It is repugnant to me. But what I would conscript
is productive labour, skilled and unskilled. This, I hold
would be the easiest and the most effective method of
organizing society on a peaceful footing.

Sevagram, 28-l-'4G

Hartjan, 3-2-1940